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Your Legacy and Your Church 

Bequest in Your Will — A lasting gift of faith 
Benefit: A simple way to support your church’s future and potentially reduce your taxable 
estate. 
Best for: Anyone creating or updating a will or estate plan. 
Legal help: Attorney strongly recommended. 
 
Retirement Account Beneficiary Gift — Give from assets that may be highly taxed otherwise 
Benefit: Naming the church as a beneficiary of an IRA or retirement account may be a tax-
wise way to leave a legacy. 
Best for: Donors with IRA, 401(k), 403(b), or other retirement assets. 
Legal help: Usually no lawyer needed; update through your account provider. 
 
Life Insurance Beneficiary Gift — Use a policy to make a future gift 
Benefit: Name the church as a full or partial beneficiary of a life insurance policy. 
Best for: Donors with a policy that has outlived its original purpose or who want to make a 
larger future gift. 
Legal help: Usually no lawyer needed. 
 
Donor Advised Fund Legacy Gift — Continue your giving beyond your lifetime 
Benefit: Recommend grants now or name the church as a beneficiary of remaining DAF 
funds. 
Best for: Donors who already use a donor advised fund. 
Legal help: Usually no lawyer needed; contact your DAF sponsor. 
 
Charitable Gift Annuity — A gift that gives back 
Benefit: Make a gift, receive fixed payments for life, and support the church’s future. 
Best for: Donors who want lifetime income and a meaningful charitable legacy. 
Legal help: Attorney usually not required, but financial/tax advice recommended. 

A note about planning: Planned gifts can be simple, but every donor’s financial and family 
situation is different. Please consult your attorney, tax advisor, or financial planner before 
making a planned gift. Your church can provide sample language and gift information, but 
cannot provide legal or tax advice. 
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Sample language for your financial advisor or lawyer 

Bequest in a Will or Trust A simple way to make a lasting gift from your estate. 

Sample language to take to an attorney: 

I would like to include a charitable bequest to [Legal Name of Church], located at [Church 
Address], Federal Tax ID [EIN], in my will or trust. Please help me include one of the 
following: 

“I give to [Legal Name of Church], a nonprofit religious organization located in [City, State], 
the sum of $_____ [or _____% of my estate / or the residue of my estate] to be used for its 
general charitable purposes.” 

Optional restricted-use version: 

“…to be used for [endowment / building preservation / outreach / music ministry / 
formation / other purpose]. If, in the judgment of the governing board, this purpose 
becomes impractical or impossible, the gift may be used for a purpose as close as possible 
to my original intent.”

 

Retirement Account Beneficiary Designation Name your church as a beneficiary of 
retirement assets that may otherwise be taxable to heirs. 

Sample language for a financial advisor or account custodian: 

I would like to name [Legal Name of Church], Federal Tax ID [EIN], as a beneficiary of my 
[IRA / 401(k) / 403(b) / retirement account]. 

Please help me designate: 

Primary beneficiary: [Legal Name of Church], _____% 
or 
Contingent beneficiary: [Legal Name of Church], _____% 

 



 

Helping People Live Generously 
© 2026 The Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS). All rights reserved.  

Used with permission. 

Simple donor instruction: 

Please send me the beneficiary designation form or online instructions needed to name 
[Legal Name of Church] as a beneficiary of this account.

 

Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation Use a policy you already have to create a future 
gift. 

Sample language for an insurance company or financial advisor: 

I would like to name [Legal Name of Church], Federal Tax ID [EIN], as a beneficiary of my 
life insurance policy. 

Please help me designate: 

Beneficiary: [Legal Name of Church] 
Percentage: ____% 
Purpose: General charitable purposes [or specific purpose, if desired] 

Optional note for donors: 

I understand that I may name the church as a full, partial, primary, or contingent 
beneficiary, depending on my family and estate planning needs.

 

Donor Advised Fund Legacy Gift Continue your generosity through your philanthropic 
account. 

Sample language for a DAF sponsor: 

I would like to recommend a grant from my donor advised fund to: 

[Legal Name of Church] 
Address: [Church Address] 
Federal Tax ID: [EIN] 
Purpose: General charitable purposes [or specific ministry/endowment purpose] 
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Legacy / successor language: 

I would like to name [Legal Name of Church] as a charitable beneficiary of any remaining 
assets in my donor advised fund after my lifetime. 

Optional advisor prompt: 

Please help me understand the options for naming charitable beneficiaries, successor 
advisors, or a final distribution plan for my donor advised fund.

 

Charitable Gift Annuity Make a gift, receive fixed payments for life, and support the 
church’s future. 

Sample language for a financial advisor or planned giving partner: 

I am interested in making a charitable gift that may provide fixed lifetime payments to me 
and/or another beneficiary, with the remainder ultimately supporting [Legal Name of 
Church]. 

Please help me explore whether a charitable gift annuity is appropriate for my 
circumstances, including the potential charitable deduction, income payments, tax 
treatment, and the charitable remainder designation. 

Church-side note: 

Our church may work with [Diocese / Episcopal Church Foundation / community 
foundation / other partner] to administer charitable gift annuities. Please contact [Church 
Contact] before completing this gift. 

 

You do not have to be wealthy to leave a legacy. You just have to be intentional. 


